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For further information about this plan please contact the Derwent Catchment Project via: 

facilitator@derwentcatchment.org.  

This plan was compiled by Morgan McPherson, Josie Kelman & Eve Lazarus.  

 

Publication Details  

This document may be reproduced in whole or in part for the purpose of study or training, subject to 

the inclusion of an acknowledgement of source and it not being used for commercial purposes or 

sale. Reproduction for purposes other than those given above requires the prior permission of the 

Derwent Catchment Project.  

 

Important Disclaimer  

The Derwent Catchment Project does not certify that this publication, or any part of it, is correct or 

complete. To the extent permitted by law, the Derwent Catchment Project excludes all liability to any 

person for any consequences, including but not limited to all losses, damages, costs, expenses and 

other compensation, arising directly or indirectly from using, in part or in whole, any information or 

material contained in this publication. 
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1. Introduction  

This weed management plan is a working document which can be updated as new information 

becomes available. The focus of the plan is to provide a strategic framework to guide priority weed 

management and investment into the region.  

• 2016-2021 plan focused on 10 priority zones high value agricultural assets and areas with 

significant natural values, where threatened communities and species overlap 

• the 2016-2021 plan will continue to perform maintenance and monitoring on these zones  

• the buffer has been extended around pre-existing zones focusing on road connectively 

between the zones and entry points to the municipality 

This plan also considers climate change as a management issue as the increasing intensity of events 

such as fire and floods are creating reactive weed management issues; these issues can absorb 

resources, funding and time that are not budgeted for.  

A series of tables in Section 11 provide key priorities for weed control by stakeholder that outlines 

actions and provides costs for program budgeting. This document is designed to allow incorporation 

of ongoing stakeholder input via the collection of data which can be integrated into this plan as 

activities are progressively implemented. Progress against the plan is reviewed annually in September 

by checking each stakeholder’s control activities against the actions table. This progress is provided in 

a short report. 

This plan also supports the implementation of individual Statutory Weed Management Plans and 

relies on the Southern Tasmanian Weed Management Strategy for the broader direction. The plan 

provides a strategy for managing weed threats on-ground by identifying priority weeds and the 

regionally specific causes of weed spread. 

2. Background  

2.1 The region 

The Central Highlands municipality encompasses 7,976 km² and is located in the centre of Tasmania. 

It shares borders with the municipalities of Meander Valley to the north, Central Highlands to the 

South, West Coast to the West and the Southern and Northern Midlands to the east.  

Land use is varied and includes agriculture (production of beef, sheep, poppies, freshwater 

aquaculture and dairying), forestry (plantation and native forest harvesting), conservation and 

tourism (including Cradle Mountain, Central Plateau Conservation Area, Walls of Jerusalem and the 
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Franklin Gordon Wild Rivers National Park), hydroelectricity production and urban/rural residential 

areas. 

2.2 Legal requirements of landholders 

The Weed Management Act 1999 was proclaimed on 1 September 2000. It is the principal legislation 

concerned with the management of declared weeds in Tasmania. This legislation states that 

"landholders must take all reasonable measures to prevent their land being infested with a declared 

weed and prevent a declared weed on their land from spreading. All landholders must also meet the 

management requirements as outlined in Statutory Weed Management Plans in order to comply with 

the Weeds Management Act 1999".  

The objectives of the Act are:  

To minimise negative effects of weeds on the sustainability of Tasmania's productive capacity and 

natural ecosystems. This will be achieved by promoting a strategic and sustainable approach to weed 

management which encourages community involvement in weed management; and promotes the 

sharing of responsibility for weed management between government, natural resource managers, the 

community and industry in Tasmania. 

As of the 31st of March 2021, the General Biosecurity Duty (GBD) came into effect as part of the 

Biosecurity Act 2019. The GBD operates as a statutory “duty of care” in respect to biosecurity. This 

means that a person (which includes all levels of Government, individuals, and private corporate 

entities) has to take all reasonable and practical measures to prevent, eliminate, or minimise 

biosecurity risks. The introduction of the GBD does not mean that you now have to know everything 

about biosecurity, however you do need to know about the biosecurity risks that apply to your 

specific industry, business, work environment or pastimes - and how to manage or minimise those 

risks to the best of your ability. 

2.3 Principles of weed management  

Best practice principals are based on minimising weed spread and reducing the risk of new 

introductions. Preventing the introduction and spread of weeds is the most effective form of weed 

management. Many thousands of dollars can be saved by basic precautions, most importantly good 

hygiene practices.  

Weed management requires a continuous, long-term commitment. Early detection of weed 

infestations followed by immediate control is the most successful weed management practice. It is 

also important to work from areas of low infestation and to address individual outliers before moving 
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to more dense infestations. This approach ensures that light infestations do not become more 

difficult to address or provide a source of ongoing infestation. Topography should also be considered 

moving from upslope to downslope to reflect the movement of water (and seed) in the landscape. It 

is also important to factor in maintenance of weed control efforts as part of budget allocation to 

successfully tackle weed problems.  

In planning weed control works the environmental setting and local sensitivity should be considered. 

For example, in or near wetland areas foliar spray of large plants is inappropriate and mechanical 

control or hand control methods such as cut and paste or drill and fill should be undertaken. It may be 

that foliar spray is required on small plants after initial control measures due to large numbers of 

small seedlings appearing. If so, herbicide should be water and frog safe, e.g., Round Up Biactive. At 

times the most pragmatic approach may also be to remove weeds using manual removal such as 

digging out plants or scalping the top layer of soil and the associated seed bank in these instances, 

restoration will be required.  It is important that an adaptive approach to management is taken to 

ensure outcomes are achieved and long lasting.  

A key component of successful weed management is cooperation between landholders and land 

users to ensure a strategic approach. Legally, landholders and land users are responsible for weed 

management, and collective action is necessary where boundaries meet and adjacent landholders' 

impact upon or are impacted by others. Similarly, cooperation between government agencies and 

landholders is vital to establish the research, educational and legislative framework required for 

successful weed management. This plan focuses on council and landholder responsibilities including 

the GBD however, additional efforts will be made to ensure that all stakeholders are engaged and 

informed of weed control activities to develop a collaborative approach across the municipality and 

between municipalities. 

2.1 An adaptive and integrated approach to weed management 

Different land managers will have different approaches to controlling weeds and the plan recognises 

that control of weeds through using chemicals is not always the preferred or best approach.  

Suppressing weed growth through grazing, fire and mechanical control can be effective if used 

singularly or in combination with chemical control.  

Pre-emptive controls such as hygiene practices and public awareness are effective at reducing weed 

spread. Creating policies and procedures to reduce the possibility of weed spread through dirty 

vehicles, machinery, and persons will stop the spread of weeds which result in a reduction of follow-

up weed treatment. Engaging with the public and land managers to develop awareness of how to 
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identify and treat weeds is an important part of preventing and reducing the general weed burden. To 

support the implementation of this plan’s objectives the Derwent Catchment Project regularly 

produces interpretation material about weed management and best practice to help raise awareness 

and support on-ground outcomes on private land. 

3. Progress report on the 2016-2021 plan 

3.1 The 2016-2021 eradication zones  

Over the last five years, there has been extensive work managing weeds in the eradication zones. As a 

result, there has been a visible reduction in woody weeds such as gorse, sweet briar, and broom along 

roadsides and fence lines. Due to the long-term persistence of weeds and the practical realities of 

treating them, the eradication zones are not entirely weed free; however, the density and distribution 

of weeds have been substantially reduced. The reduction of weed burden is enough that all the 

eradication zones should transition to watch and act zones. A watch and act zone will allow the efforts 

of the last five years to be maintained and ensure the threatened ecological communities and high-

value agricultural lands are protected.  

3.2 Proposed methodology for monitoring the 2016 -2021 eradication zones 

To ensure the initial zones are monitored effectively, a letter to all private landholders within the 

initial zones will be sent out. The letter will outline the weed management which has been performed 

and that the zone is now a watch and act zone. Included in the letter will be a description of the 

weeds they should be looking out for. The DCP is seeking grant funding to support increased capacity 

for private land weed management facilitation to broaden the scope of work that the Central 

Highlands Weed Management Program is currently undertaking. 

DCP will continue to facilitate with landholders and major stakeholders in relation to initial zones and 

will continue to collect data on the distribution of weeds. One of the ways this will be achieved is via 

DCP staff monitoring the initial zones as part of their on-ground activities. If possible these weeds will 

be treated immediately, or a targeted approach will be developed if required.  

4. Changing context of managing weeds  

Climate change is already influencing the spread of weeds as witnessed by the 2019 fires and 2016 

floods in the Central Highlands. These events require a reactive management response which is not 

generally budgeted for and can absorb resources from strategic programs. More frequent and intense 
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fire events, where wind-dispersed weed infestations are in close proximity, provide a difficult 

management challenge.  

Rainfall is becoming less frequent but more intense which leads to flooding events that benefits the 

spread of invasive seed and plant fragments. These events coupled with changes in structure and 

composition of ecosystems are impacting the condition of native vegetation communities. Climate 

change is also modifying how plants behave. The growing seasons are changing which will impact 

when and how weeds can be treated. Changes in weather may also impact the effectiveness of 

herbicides. Drought stressed plants will thicken their leaf cuticles resulting in a restriction in the 

uptake of herbicide. With the shift in climate invasive plants will continue to move south on the 

mainland however, in Tasmania we will see an increase in dispersal of drought-tolerant grasses such 

as serrated tussock and Chilean needle grass with the latter posing a major threat due to its expanded 

temperature range (AdaptNRM, 2014). The Central Highlands along with the Derwent Valley is already 

undergoing expansion and changes to the tourism, agriculture, and urban growth. The increase in 

tourism and visitation poses a threat for farms and the wilderness as the likelihood of persons 

bringing weeds into region and transporting between farms and/or wilderness areas increases. Whilst 

the expansion of the peri-urban development poses a threat to weed management there are also 

changes to how land is managed with some areas of land becoming more intensively managed. 

5. Highlands weed management program scope 

The CHWMP facilitated by the Derwent Catchment Project has been coordinating collaborative weed 

control across the Highlands and Upper Derwent lakes for 7 years. This program supports a strategic 

approach to weed control by engaging with major stakeholders including state government 

departments, businesses, local government, and private landholders who manage land across the 

municipality. Managing the Central Highlands weeds in an holistic manner by incorporating all 

stakeholders' inputs has allowed for a more strategic approach whilst reducing the likelihood of 

reinfestation. A summary for the key stakeholders involved with the program follows.  

5.1 Plan objectives  

This plan has been developed by the Derwent Catchment Project and builds on the initial Central 

Highlands Weed Management Plan (CHWMP) 2016-2021. The working weed management plan from 

2016 has now come to the end of its proposed timeframe. The initial plan was developed using 

roadside survey and Natural Values Atlas (NVA) data to inform management decisions and 

prioritisation. The implementation of this plan has been reviewed annually. In addition, another 
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roadside survey was completed in 2021 to review the existing plan's success and to develop new 

priorities going forward.   

A key objective of the 2016-2021 plan was to ensure that weed management efforts focused on high 

conservation value and significant agricultural areas in the region. The 2021-2026 plan will build on 

priority areas by connecting the 2016-2021 eradication zones and concentrating on specific priority 

weed programs that are ongoing i.e., Highlands broom, Orange hawkweed.

 

5.2 Private land holders 

The allocation of resources has meant that it has not been possible to create a detailed map showing 

the distribution of weeds on private land. Where possible the DCP has engaged with land managers 

when there has been weed management works required. To improve information on weeds on 

private lands a range of initiatives are recommended, including placing maps at community hubs of 

the local region and asking residents and land manager to identify where weeds are in the region. 

Ideally a weeds facilitator role should be funded to support private landholders in identifying and 

controlling weeds and to support aggregated grant funding applications through the Weed Action 

Fund.   

5.3 Key stakeholders  

The Central Highlands Council is the principal manager of local community infrastructure including 

roads, waste collection, public recreation facilities and area planning. The council is responsible for 

weed management across council owned land and council managed roads. The Council supports the 

works of the Derwent Catchment Project in delivering the coordination of the CHWMP. 

The Department of State Growth is responsible for maintenance and works along the State managed 

road network.  

The Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment (DPIPWE), Biosecurity Section is 

responsible for the "protection of industries, environmental and public well-being, health, amenity 

Phase 1

•Watch and Act 
on the 2016 
2021 priority 
eradication 
zones

Phase 2

•Follow-up and 
treat any 
outlying weeds 

Phase 3

•Control the new 
priority 
eradication 
zone
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and safety from the negative impacts of pests, diseases and weeds". Biosecurity Tasmania work in 

partnership with community and industry. Invasive species management is part of their portfolio.  

DPIPWE is also responsible for National Parks which form a large component of the Central Highlands 

Municipality. This responsibility includes weed management across the protected area estate.  

The Parks and Wildlife Service (PWS) manages a range of reserved lands that include national parks, 

regional reserves, and conservation areas across Tasmania. PWS is responsible for management of 

34% of land in the Central Highlands region. Parks have an ongoing commitment to weed control 

across this region and have previously provided a cash contribution to support the Poatina fire area 

ragwort program to the east of Great Lake.  

Crown Land Services (CLS) facilitates the appropriate management, use and development of Crown 

land, including the licensing, leasing, and sale of Crown properties. CLS is also responsible for 

management of unallocated Crown land.  

Sustainable Timbers Tasmania (STT) is a Tasmanian Government Business Enterprise responsible for 

large areas of forest across the State. They are responsible for the forested land and the road network 

that connects the production areas.  

SFM Environmental Solutions is the new land manager for private forestry operations in the region on 

behalf of Lenah Estate Pty. Ltd. who recently purchased the business in 2020 from Norske Skog.  

Hydro Tasmania (Hydro) is a Tasmanian Government Business Enterprise and Australia's largest 

producer of renewable energy. Hydro are responsible for the management of land associated with 

extensive water infrastructure across the Central Highlands municipality.  

TasNetworks is a Tasmanian Government Business Enterprise that supplies power from the 

generation source to homes and businesses through a network of transmission towers, substations 

and powerlines. They undertake weed control and vegetation maintenance under transmission lines 

as part of their contract as land managers.  

Inland Fisheries Service (IFS) has jurisdiction over fish in all inland waters in the State. They are 

responsible for the management of the Recreational Fishery, Commercial Fishery and biodiversity, 

which covers native fish conservation, pest fish management and freshwater habitat protection.  

The Tasmanian Land Conservancy (TLC) is a Tasmanian environmental organisation that owns and 

manages areas of high conservation value across the State. The Five Rivers is an 11,000-hectare 

reserve located within the Central Highlands municipality that encompasses the Nive, Serpentine, 

Pine, Little Pine and Little Rivers. Part of the Five Rivers Reserve is in the Tasmanian Wilderness World 
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Heritage Area (WHA). The TLC have an active volunteer membership who participate annually in weed 

control within the reserve.  

The Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre own and manage trawtha makuminya which comprises 6,878 ha of 

land, previously known as Gowan Brae. This land connects the TLC reserves at Skullbone Plains and 

Five Rivers and the Tasmanian Wilderness WHA. Active weed management is ongoing across this site.  

Many agricultural land managers are active in weed management outside the bounds of State Forest 

and the Protected Area system where agriculture is the predominant land use.  

Southern Highlands Progress Association and the Angler's Alliance are community groups with active 

members who invest time in weed eradication within the region. There are other small community 

groups and many individual landholders who contribute to weed management in the area. 

5.4 High conservation value areas 

Representing one of Australia's few alpine regions, the Central Plateau and the Highlands is vulnerable 

to the effects of climate change. Projected temperature rises will increase threats from pests and 

disease. Increased shrub and tree invasion is leading to changes in alpine ecosystems. It is anticipated 

that the changing role of fire will present considerable challenges. Unlike many other terrestrial 

ecosystems in Australia, Tasmanian alpine ecosystems have evolved largely in the absence of fire and 

are unique. The distribution of the communities across mixed tenures and close to roads increases 

the risk of weed invasion. More remote locations within protected areas have a lower risk of weed 

invasion and therefore generally require less control effort unless outliers of priority weeds are 

identified close to these threatened communities.  

5.5 Significant agricultural areas  

A core objective of the 2016-2021 plan was to provide protection to key assets, both natural and 

agricultural. Bothwell, Hamilton and Ouse districts contain the majority of the cropping land in the 

Derwent Catchment and are considered vital agricultural assets. The protection of these areas 

remains critical from an economic standpoint. It is estimated that weeds cost Australian farmers 

around $1.5 billion a year in weed control activities and a further $2.5 billion a year in lost agricultural 

production (Commonwealth of Australia 2016). To protect these areas, the 2016-2021 eradication 

zones will be transferred to a watch and act zone. The roads entering these areas are also a focus for 

the new eradication zones. 
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5.6 Significant horticultural areas 

The DCP is developing a biosecurity plan for the Derwent catchment, aiming to reduce the impact of 

increased risk of pest and disease from climate change, such as fruit-fly and their associated host 

plants. Currently, horticultural industries within the region can market their produce under disease 

and pest-free circumstances. The loss to profits from pests such as fruit-fly could be substantial and 

have long-term effects on market demand. The protection of these growing regions and the reduction 

of host plants is a priority in the Derwent Catchment Biosecurity Plan.  

6. Survey Methodology  

Weed distribution data (points and polygons) were collected using Global Positioning System (GPS) & 

Geographical Information System (GIS) by vehicle along Central Highlands Council maintained roads, 

council land and private land adjacent to roadways in core areas of the municipality. State Growth 

roads were also mapped where possible to capture a holistic picture of weed distributions. The survey 

was conducted from late summer to autumn. Information was collected on the area occupied by the 

weed, the number of individuals and the infestation density, in accordance with the Natural Values 

Atlas record proforma (DPIPWE).  

The focus of the mapping was declared weed species listed under the Tasmanian Weed Management 

Act 1999. Other weeds of significance were captured to create a more comprehensive picture of the 

extent of commonly occurring invasive species. Where recent records exist in the Tasmanian Natural 

Values Atlas (NVA) on land beyond roadsides, this information has been included to build a broader 

understanding of weed distribution. We have also erred on the side of caution and included records 

of species recently recorded in the NVA but which may not have been observed due to seasonality.  

The following list of recorded weed species is categorised as to whether they are: declared under the 

Weed Management Act 1999; recognised environmental weeds; or introduced species which are non-

declared weeds. These non-declared species are often weeds of roadsides and degraded areas. In 

some instances, thistle mapped are representative of thistles which were treated in 2021. This has 

been done to rectify issues with the weed survey timing and the sites will require follow-up treatment 

due to longevity of thistle sites.  
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7. Regional priorities  

7.1 High-value conservation sites  

While the previous plan focused on high-value conservation sites, the new plan will shift to extending 

the weed-free management zone around these sites. The initial eradication zones have helped reduce 

the density and distribution of declared and environmental weeds; however, historical weeds such as 

Orange Hawkweed will require ongoing management for the foreseeable future. In addition, new 

emerging weeds have and will continue to increasingly threaten the initial eradication zones because 

of changing weed management issues. Therefore, the initial eradication zones will be transformed 

into watch and act zones to help manage the ongoing threat of weed incursion. This will be achieved 

through visual inspection by DCP on-ground staff and information sharing between stakeholders.  

7.2 Agricultural priority zones 

The previous management plan highlighted two major agricultural priority zones around Bothwell and 

Hamilton to Ouse. These zones have had their weed burden reduced and have been converted into 

'watch and act' zones. The 2021-2026 eradication zones have been established to create a larger 

buffer around the agricultural zones. These include controlling weeds on significant road corridors 

entering agricultural zones and protecting high-value horticultural crops from the increasing threat of 

pests and disease because of climate change. The exception of this approach is at the northern end of 

the Hamilton-Ouse 2016-2021 eradication zone. The section has been absorbed by the new 

eradication zone due to a biosecurity buffer (as part of the Derwent Catchment Biosecurity Plan) and 

roadside weeds requiring follow-up treatment. In addition, roadside weeds in this section were on 

hazardous roads for traffic visibility and required extra traffic management which exceeded the 

budget. 

7.3 Biosecurity and threats posed by climate change  

The Derwent Catchment Project is working with local agriculture and tourism businesses to develop a 

shared understanding and expectation of biosecurity practice for the region. There are increasing 

concerns that unsustainable growth in tourism and agriculture combined with a changing climate may 

bring new pests, diseases, and weeds that threaten the region's local economy and significant natural 

values. With funding from the Tasmanian Climate Change Office, a Derwent Catchment Biosecurity 

Plan has been developed. This plan is based upon a biosecurity threat assessment that considers the 

changing distribution of pests, weeds, and diseases because of climate change.  
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Fruit fly has been indicated as a potential major threat to the Derwent Catchment due to risk of the 

insect being brought into the state via the increasing visitation numbers and habitat becoming more 

favourable as a result of reducing frosts and increasing breading season. As part of the Derwent 

Catchment Biosecurity Plan, mapping was undertaken to identify available fruit fly hosts such as 

Blackberry and Sweet briar. Blackberry is distributed around the region, the mapping was restricted to 

a 2 km buffer of any horticultural zone. These buffers have been considered when establishing the 

new eradication zones.  

7.4 Eradication zones 2022-2026 

The new eradication zones are based on the following criteria: 

• Extending the buffer around the 2016-2021 weed eradication zones 

• Reducing weed seedbanks on road corridors  

• Miena township has been included due to broom and lupins threatening an otherwise natural 

environment 

• Incorporate two large active weed management programs 

Linking up the pre-existing eradication zones to create a larger buffer will allow the initial weed 

control efforts to be extended and ensure minimal reestablishment. Except for one, all eradication 

zones are focused on the southwest as the mapping indicated a high infestation compared to a lower 

density in the north. In addition, treating weeds on key road corridors will minimise weeds brought 

into the region via vehicles whilst ensuring minimal transfer around the municipality.  

There are five new eradication zones shown in Figure 1 and in more detail in Appendix 01.  
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Figure 1 Central Highlands weed eradication zones
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8. Targeted weed management plans 

8.1 Great Lake 

Great Lake has a range of weed management programs that aim to reduce weed impacts on the 

surrounding environment. Adopt-a-shore, a volunteer series of working bees funded by Hydro 

Tasmania and supported by Inland Fisheries Service, treats ragwort on the eastern shore, focusing the 

majority of efforts on Elizabeth Bay and Cramps Bay. Over the last 4 years the program has reduced 

ragwort density around this section of Great Lake. However, ragwort is slowly progressing south along 

the eastern shore. Local volunteers also control ragwort along the western shore.  

Californian thistle has also established around the southeast of Great Lake from Tods Corner to 

Elizabeth Bay. It has been treated by DCP in 2020 and 2021 with a visible reduction between the two 

years of treatment. This work has been funded by Hydro Tasmania and will be part of an ongoing 

program. However, Californian thistle is difficult to treat and requires specialised management, 

especially when working near waterways and is not suitable for volunteer weed control efforts  

8.2 Ragwort 

Ragwort has had a consistent and increasing presence in the Highlands despite many land managers 

working steadily to control it on their land for decades. Ragwort is toxic to livestock and can quickly 

spread through pasture, making it hard to manage. With an extensive seed bank to each flower (over 

150,000/season), ragwort quickly invades disturbed ground, such as areas affected by floods and 

fires. 

Over the last 5 years ragwort has increased in distribution and density in response to the fires of 2012 

and 2019 and the flood of 2016. Ragwort has now spread down the Ouse River and has invaded the 

riverine areas until to the reaches immediately below the Waddamana power station. DCP is seeking 

funding to develop a weed management plan for ragwort along the Ouse River and the wider 

landscape.  

8.3 Highlands Broom Plan 

Due to the movement of broom in the Highlands a co-ordinated management plan has been 

developed by the DCP with collaboration from Parks, Hydro, State Growth, Crown Land Services, 

Sustainable Timbers Tasmania, and council. Three core, tenure complex infestations are at the centre 

of its spread. These sites are at Bronte Park, Tarraleah and Dee Lagoon and are close to roadways 

and/or waterways with vehicles and water regulated for energy generation potential long-distance 

vectors. In addition, broom is invading neighbouring properties and reserved land close to these main 



19 
 

infestation sites. A co-ordinated control effect is essential to limit further spread, with the goal of 

preventing this invasive weed from spreading into the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage area 

(TWWHA). 

The goals of the Highlands Broom plan include treating core infestations to contain the spread of 

Broom and gradually progress towards the centre of the infestation. Outlying infestations near the 

TWWHA or regulated water bodies will also be targeted for control and monitored, ensuring the site 

is free from broom for four years. Outlying sites beyond 5 km away from the TWWHA or regulated 

water bodies should be treated and monitored to ensure they are broom-free for two years. Mapping 

has been completed at all three sites, with two years of treatment conducted at Tarraleah. Treatment 

has been effective so far, although the sites have been treated in stages to allow physical access to 

plants deeper in the infestation and more primary control is still required 

8.4 Orange Hawkweed 

Orange hawkweed (OHW) has had a long history within the highlands of Tasmania since it became a 

garden escape most likely associated with the development of the Hydro townships. Individual plants 

spread via lateral leafy shoots (stolons), which take root and produce new leaf tufts. OHW colonises 

spaces between tussock grasses, often in higher altitude areas, and is highly invasive (DPIPWE 2016). 

On the mainland of Australia, particularly in the Australian Alps, heavy infestations form large swards, 

which prevent regeneration and survival of native species and reduce productivity in grazing areas. 

For this reason, OHW is seen as a high-risk weed, particularly to the Central Highlands threatened 

highland Poa and sedgeland communities.   

OHW has received ad hoc funding and treatment for years but has lacked a strategic plan to 

coordinate control and containment for effective overall weed management. Part of the issue is the 

small physical size of the plant and vast land tenures it already covers. Through funding from Parks & 

Wildlife’s Working Neighbours Program the DCP developed an OHW action statement which provides 

a coordinated, strategic direction.  Adding to this, to help gain a better understanding of OHW, the 

DCP has been successful in an exceptional grant through the Weed Action Fund to establish a large-

scale, cross-tenure surveillance program to detect and eradicate any new infestations. The program 

will also resurvey historic sites incorporating a detection sniffer dog and treat all specimens.  
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Figure 2 Broom distribution in the Central Highlands 
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9. Limitations 

Although all care was taken to capture data of weed locations, the nature and timing of this survey 

(being undertaken by a vehicle driving slowly along the road in late summer and early autumn) means 

the possibility of smaller stature weeds, some grasses and weeds not in flower may have been 

overlooked.  

Due to budget constraints, a comprehensive survey across all land tenures was not possible. To 

address this, weed distribution data in the Natural Values Atlas was added to data collected during 

the survey. As a result, it will not be comprehensive, and many weeds will have a more extensive 

distribution than mapped in this process. However, based on the available information, we can only 

plan and treat this document as a living document to be added to when new priority weeds and 

locations for control arise. 

10. Causes of weed spread 

Weeds are typically spread by propagules which can be transported by wind, water, animals and 

people. Understanding the life cycles of weed species is vital in implementing effective management. 

Whilst there are natural causes of weed spread, a growing threat is seed distribution via vehicles and 

machinery. Currently, there is a lack of hygiene implementation in the municipality, which is 

contributing to the weed spread. Training and educating personnel and the community in how 

vehicles and machinery can be vectors is crucial to reducing weed infestations and limiting large-scale 

distribution. The establishment of washdown facilities in key locations would also help to address the 

current limitations in hygiene practices. A detailed description of weed spreading activities can be 

found in Appendix III. 

11. Results  

This section provides a list of priority weed species surveyed (Table 7.1) and for which distribution 

was mapped (Appendix I). It also details the control measures required in priority zones based on 

survey information. Finally, costs of control are provided based on the estimated time needed for 

management at each location.  

11.1 Weed species status 

The Central Highlands has an extensive collection of declared and environmental weeds that are a 

combination of historic weeds i.e., Orange hawkweed, remerging weeds i.e., ragwort and Amsinckia, 
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and emerging weeds such as Californian stinkweed. Table 1  shows a list of the weeds mapped in 2021 

and includes NVA data dating back to 2019.  

Table 1 Declared and Environmental weeds within the Central Highlands Municipality 

Species name  Common name  Status  
Cirsium arvense  Californian thistle  Declared  
Cortaderia species  Pampas grasses  Declared  
Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora  Montbretia  Environmental weed  
Cytisus scoparius  English broom  Declared  
Echium plantagineum  Paterson's curse  Declared  
Elodea canadensis  Canadian pondweed  Declared  
Erica lusitanica  Spanish heath  Declared  
Euphorbia lathyris  Caper spurge  Environmental weed  
Foeniculum vulgare  Fennel  Declared  
Genista monspessulana  Canary broom  Declared  
Ilex aquifolium  Holy  Environmental weed  
Jacobaea vulgaris  Ragwort  Declared  
Lepidium draba  Whiteweed  Declared  
Lycium ferocissimum  African boxthorn  Declared  
Marrubium vulgare  Horehound  Declared  
Navarretia squarrosa Californian Stinkweed Non-declared 
Pittosporum x  Pittosporum  Environmental weed  
Rosa rubiginosa  Sweet briar  Non-declared  
Rubus fruticosus  Blackberry  Declared  
Salix species  Willow  Declared  
Ulex europeaus  Gorse  Declared  
Verbascum thapsus  Great mullein  Non-declared  
Vicia major  Blue periwinkle  Environmental weed  

Californian stinkweed is a highly invasive weed and has the potential to become an issue for 

agricultural and native areas. Although it is not declared, it is growing in numbers throughout the 

State and thrives in disturbed wet gravely areas (Tamar Valley Weed Strategy Working Group). 

Californian stinkweed is not yet common in the Central Highlands and was identified opportunistically 

along the roads near Waddamana and on nearby private land. The most likely course of its 

appearance is through recent earthworks; the seed heads can stick to tyres, making seeds easily 

dispersed. Effective hygiene measures such as washdown procedures will help reduce the spread of 

this weed and is the most effective approach for reducing its impact in the Central Highlands. 

Established plants will require herbicide control as needed.   

Amsinckia is a weed of concern because it is moving through the catchment as a sleeper weed with 

the majority of the public unaware of its weedy capacity. Amsinckias are erect, hairy, annual winter 

herbs that originate from the Americas. Amsinckia grows in a wide range of soil types and climates, 

but prefers disturbed, dry and open situations. It is commonly associated as a weed of grain, poppies, 
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and other crops but can also become an issue with poorly maintained pastures and roadsides.  

Amsinckia species, mostly A. calycina, is persistent in southern Tasmania, is very competitive and 

heavy infestations can cause large yield loss. Amsinckia is known to be toxic to stock with cattle, 

horses and pigs being the most susceptible.  

Sites of significance as seed sources 

Wayatinah  

The Wayatinah township has a long history and was established as part of Hydro development in 

1950s. The town and surroundings are impacted by weeds which cover a range of tenures, including 

Hydro, council, private land, Forestry and State Growth. There is a broad range of weed species, 

including those not recorded elsewhere in the vicinity, and there is evidence of the spread of these 

species down adjoining roads. English broom is particularly abundant, and this area is acting as a seed 

source. A site-specific management plan has been developed.  

Dee Lagoon  

The area around the Dee dam wall has a large infestation of English broom and gorse. The site 

stretches for approximately 1km on either side of the wall along Victoria Valley Road and along Lake 

Echo Road for several hundred meters. A survey of the site was conducted in 2017, with initial works 

undertaken in 2018 however the complexity of the tenure and species means a mixed management 

approach is required and should be guided by a site-specific management plan. 

11.3 Weed control recommendation for each stakeholder 

The following recommendations are based on controlling weeds within the priority zones ideally in 

collaboration with adjacent private landholders.  

The tables below provide information for each key stakeholder to control weeds within a priority 

zone. The estimates are based on two staff costing $140/hour with a one-off fee of $40 for chemical 

and specialised equipment. The estimate per site is based on the type of weed and the size and 

density of the infestation.  

Please note that the ordering of the tables is not indicative of priorities, the tables detail the 

designated years for control recommended. The program is designed to be collaborative with the 

combined efforts focusing on priority zones 

Investment for this weed plan is requested from Central Highlands Council, Hydro Tasmania, 

Sustainable Timbers Tasmania and Crown Land Services.  
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You will notice that in most instances, year 4 and 5 actions and investment are to be determined by 

monitoring unless the infestation is large and well established. There is a plan to undertake an 

evaluation in year 4, refer to Section 8 for more information.  
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11.2  Central Highlands Council recommendations for weed control 

CHC - Recommendations for weed control – 2021-2021 Control Zones 

Weed Priority Zone 
Sites in priority 

zone 
Easting Northing 

Private 
land 

owners 
Year 1 $/Hrs Year 2 $/Hrs Year 3 

$/H
rs 

Year 
4 

$/H
rs 

Year 
5 

$/
Hr 

African 
boxthorn 

Apsley 

Lower Marsh Rd, 
160m south from 
Woodspring Rd 

intersection 

512329 5306642 - Control 140/1 
Follow 

up 
140/1 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Victoria 
Valley 

Tor Hill Road (1km 
northeast of Ouse 
to Meadsfield Rd) 

482488 5300389 - Control 140/1 
Follow 

up 
140/1 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Blackberry Apsley 

Lower Marsh Rd, 
Southern Apsley 

(From intersection 
with Highland Lakes 

Rd to 4km 
northeast) 

511954 5305573 - Control 140/1 
Follow 

up 
140/1 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
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Ellendale 

Gully Rd <2.5km 
west of Ellendale Rd 

Junction 

 

480943 5277883 - 

Control 140/1 
Follow 

up 
140/1 

Monitor 

 
DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
Blackberry 

480921 5277868 - 

480025 5277766 
- 

Victoria 
Valley 

Tor Hill Road (1km 
northeast of Ouse 
to Meadsfield Rd) 483304 5300643 

- Control 140/1 
Follow 

up 
140/1 

Monitor 

 
DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Californian 

thistle Broom Plan 

Brown Marsh Rd, 
1km up road of 

shacks 
462349 5331240  

Control 1200/8 
Follow 

up 
1200/8 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Victoria Valley Rd, 
400 m northwest of 

Mentmore Rd 
intersection 

463484 5325978  

Victoria Valley Rd 
300 m northwest of 

Mentmore Rd 
intersection 

463532 5325936  

Victoria Valley Rd, 
600 m south of 

Brown Marsh Rd 
462119 5328580  

Victoria Valley Rd, 
200 m south of 

Brown Marsh Rd 
461830 5328942  

English broom Ellendale 

Pillies Rd - starts at 
intersection will 
Ellendale Road, 
extends 500m 

northwest from 
intersection 

474951 5286789 - 

Control 1200/8 
Follow 

up 
840/6 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 474855 5286855  
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English broom 

Ellendale 

Dry Poles Rd, 3km 
from The Avenue 

intersection 
476407 5279301  

Gully Rd <2.5km 
west of Ellendale Rd 

Junction 480129 5277752 
 

Holmes Rd 500 m 
west of Ellendale Rd 

intersection 475212 5283874 
 

Miena 

Thiessen Cres 

475404 5351248 

>30 

Control 1200/8 
Follow 

up 
840/6 

Monitor 

 
DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

475446 5351381 

475478 5351482 

475440 5351665 >30 

475364 5351793 >30 

474962 5351901 >30 

474835 5351738 >30 

474757 5351627 >30 

474633 5351467 >30 

Miena town 
475250 5351185 

- 
Control 560/4 Follow 

up 
420/3 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Victoria 
Valley 

Lanes Tier Rd 
476473 5299424 

- 
Control 140/1 Monitor DCP Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Fennel Ellendale Jones River Road, 

start at 800m east 

476251 5286856 - 

Control 560/4 
Follow 

up 
280/2 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
476765 5286533 - 

476925 5286362 - 
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of Ellendale Rd 

junction, end at 

3km from Ellendale 

Rd junction 

477047 5286275 - 

477150 5286208 - 

478158 5286034 

- 

Victoria 
Valley 

Victoria Valley Rd, 

4.5km northeast of 

Ouse 
477966 5299963 

- 

Control 140/1 Monitor DCP Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Foxglove Ellendale 

The Avenue, within 

2km of Ellendale Rd 

junction 
475554 5280411 - 

Control 420/3 
Follow 

up 280/2 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Clarks Rd, 500m 

south of Dillons Rd 

intersection 
474112 5282423  

Holmes Rd 600 m 

west of Ellendale Rd 

intersection 
475096 5283884 - 

Fruit fly host Ellendale 

Gully Rd <2.5km 

west of Ellendale Rd 

Junction 
480738 5277820 

- Control 140/1 Monitor DCP Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
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Fruit fly host 

Holmes Rd 550m 

west of Ellendale Rd 

intersection 
475158 5283879 

- 

Victoria 
Valley 

Victoria Valley Road 

2km north of Ouse - 

Osterley 
478354 5306473 

- Control 140/1 Monitor DCP Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Gorse 
Apsley 

 

Lower Marsh Road, 

Northern Apsley 

4.5km to 6.5 km 

northeast of 

Highland Lakes Rd 

513679 5308268 1 

Control 840/6 
Follow 

up 560/4 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

512050 5306067 1 

512106 5306306 1 

513275 5307471 1 

513624 5308624 1 

513701 5309194 1 

511672 5307621 1 

513722 5307647 1 

512206 5306534 1 

512465 5307044 1 

Lower Marsh Rd, 

Southern Apsley 

(From intersection 

with Highland Lakes 

Rd to 4km 

northeast) 

511822 5302502 1 

Control 560/4 
Follow 

up 
280/2 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

511871 5302487 1 

511967 5302781 1 

511956 5303090 

1 
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Gorse 

Broom Plan 

Victoria Valley Rd, 

100m north of 

Brown Marsh Rd 
461605 5329142 - Control 140/1 Monitor DCP Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Dennistoun 
Rd 

10km stretch of 

Dennistoun Rd, 

starting 9km 

northeast of 

Bothwell 

505103 5314787 - 

Control 840/6 
Follow 

up 
420/3 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

504726 5316568 1 

504855 5316904 1 

505545 5317639 1 

507529 5320245 1 

507815 5322280 1 

506401 5318114 1 

506917 5318708 1 

507318 5319612 1 

Hollow Tree 

Marked Tree Rd, 

300m east from 

Hollow Tree Rd 

junction 

494884 5291021 - Control 140/1 Monitor DCP Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Victoria 
Valley 

Lanes Tier Rd 

476331 5299682 
- Control 140/1 Monitor DCP Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Holly Ellendale 

Dry Poles Rd, 3km 

from The Avenue 

477108 5278659 - 

Control 560/4 
Follow 

up 
280/2 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
477135 5278667 - 

477168 5278671 - 

479780 5277968 - Control 700/5 280/2 Monitor DCP 
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Holly 
Gully Rd <2.5km 

west of Ellendale Rd 

Junction 

479804 5277940 - 

Follow 
up 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

479521 5278234 - 

Ellendale 

479711 5278081 - 

479735 5278037 - 

479758 5277998 - 

Horehound 
Victoria 
Valley 

Tor Hill Rd (1km 

northeast of Ouse 

to Meadsfield Rd) 
480368 5299247 

- Control 140/1 Monitor DCP Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Pampas grass Ellendale 

Holmes Rd 500m 

west of Ellendale Rd 

intersection 
475241 5283864 

- Control 140/1 
Follow 

up 
140/1 

Follow 
up 

140
/1 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

ragwort Broom Plan 

Victoria Valley Rd 

500m west of 

London lakes Rd 
461034 5329252 - 

Control 140/1 Monitor DCP Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring Fourteen Mile Rd, 

5.5km south of 

Laughing Jack Rd 
452030 5325756 - 

Sweet briar Apsley 
Lower Marsh Rd 

2km north from 
511700 5304319 - Control 560/4 Follow 

up 
280/2 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
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Highland Lakes Rd 

intersection 

Sweet briar 

 

Apsley 

 

Lower Marsh Rd 

1km north from 

Highland Lakes Rd 

intersection 

511807 5303218 - Monitor DCP 

Lower Marsh Rd 

2.5km north from 

Highland Lakes Rd 

intersection 

511457 5304924 - Monitor DCP 

Lower Marsh Rd 

2.8km north from 

Highland Lakes Rd 

intersection 

511607 5305316 - Monitor DCP 

Sweet briar Ellendale 

Gully Rd <2.5km 

west of Ellendale Rd 

Junction 

479089 5278185 - 

Control 420/3 
Follow 

up 
280/2 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

480947 5277904 - 

478979 5278176 - 

479600 5278190 - 

Pillies Rd 
475116 5286659 - 

Control 280/2 
Follow 

up 
140/1 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 474793 5286918 - 
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Dry Poles Rd, 3km 

from the Avenue 

intersection 

476397 5279716 - 

Control 280/2 
Follow 

up 
140/1 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Sweet briar 

476305 5280522 - 

Ellendale 

476429 5279396 - 

476779 5278756 - 

Rockmount Rd, 

<1km of Ellendale 

junction 

479691 5280366 - 

Control 280/2 
Follow 

up 
140/1 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

479666 5280279 - 

479556 5280013 
- 

Private Rd, 200m 

southeast of 

Rayners Hill Rd 
475546 5281129 1 Control 140/1 Monitor DCP Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Dillons Rd 100 m 

west of Ellendale Rd 

to end is 1.7 kms 

from Ellendale Rd 

475765 5283065 - 

Control 280/2 Follow 
up 

140/1 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

474720 5282859 - 

474465 5282705 - 

474220 5282768 - 

474226 5282832 - 

Holmes Rd - 

immediate west of 

intersection w/ 

Ellendale Rd 

475717 5283829 - Control 140/1 Monitor DCP Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Jones River Rd 475766 5287053 - Control 
280/2 

Follow 
up 

140/1 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 476808 5286493  Control 
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477258 5286175  

Sweet briar 

478539 5286002  

Ellendale 

The Avenue, within 

2km of Ellendale Rd 

Junction 

476312 5280981  

Control 280/2 
Follow 

up 140/1 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

476161 5280780  

475238 5280162  

476211 5280889  

Hollow Tree 

Marked Tree Rd 

east from Hollow 

Tree Rd junction 

494949 5290989  

Control 280/2 
Follow 

up 140/1 
Monitor 

 
DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

494823.4
254 

5291052.8
1 

 

494728 5291081  

Hollow Tree Rd - 

1.5 km south of 

Marked Tree Rd, 

1.5 km north of 

Marked Tree Rd 

493326 5290461 1 

Control 1200/8 
Follow 

up 
560/4 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

493559 5290590 1 

493720 5290646 1 

494043 5290641 1 

494579 5290883 1 

494454 5298948 1 

494734 5295926 1 

494863 5295367 1 

495370 5294613 1 

495734 5293978 1 

496244 5293361 1 

496250 5292835 1 

496175 5292180 1 

489929 5307265 - Control 840/6 560/4 Monitor  DCP 
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Sweet briar 

Victoria 
Valley 

Meadsfield Rd 

486883 5310386 - 

Follow 
up 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

486917 5310171 - 

486933 5310004 - 

487067 5309894 - 

487022 5309702 - 

487025 5309471 - 

487906 5308993 - 

488363 5308885 - 

Tor Hill Road (1km 

northeast of Ouse 

to Meadsfield Rd) 

488781 5308592 - 

Control 1200/8 Follow 
up 

560/4 
Monitor 

 
DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

489927 5307274 - 

490299 5306636 - 

485255 5302330 - 

483575 5301047 - 

483345 5300718 - 

482916 5300368 - 

482576 5300403 - 

481983 5300150 - 

481806 5300242 - 

481469 5300264 - 

Tor Hill Rd 478977 5298725 - 

Victoria 
Valley 

478851 5298672 - 

Lanes Tier Rd 

476859 5298896 - 

Control 840/6 
Follow 

up 420/3 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
476747 5298944 - 

476627 5299209 - 
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Sweet briar 

476542 5299340 - 

476447 5299526 - 

476230 5299794 - 

Victoria 
Valley 

475907 5299997 - 

475775 5304233 - 

Victoria Valley Rd 

2km north of Ouse - 

Osterley 

475642 5304030 - 

475696 5303676 - 

475610 5303403 - 

475618 5303238 - 

475667 5303134 - 

475273 5301817 - 

475251 5301557 - 

475331 5301431 - 

479654 5303081 - 

Control 1200/8 
Follow 

up 
700/5 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

479513 5303998 - 

479249 5305063 - 

478146 5306555 - 

477947 5306886 - 

478178 5307955 - 

478680 5310126 - 

478725 5310429 - 

478726 5310569 - 

478625 5311687 - 

478025 5300512 - 
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willow Ellendale 

The Avenue, 1 km 

south-west of 

Ellendale Rd 

intersection 

476105 5280644 - Control 280/2 
Follow 

up 140/1 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

  
 

   Total $19,240 Total $10,440 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
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Sustainable Timbers Tasmania recommendations for weed control  

Weed Priority Zone 
Sites in priority 

zone 
Easting Northing 

Private 
land 

owners 
Year 1 $/Hrs Year 2 $/Hrs Year 3 $/Hrs 

Year 
4 

$/H
rs 

Year 
5 

$/
Hr 

Gorse Broom plan 

Victoria Valley Road 

near Dee Scrub 

Road junction 

 

469233 

 

5318989 

 
- Control 560/4 

Follow 
up 

280/2 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Gorse Broom plan 

Victoria Valley Road 

near Dee Scrub 

Road junction 

 

469052 

 

5318942 

 
- Control 140/1 

Follow 
up 

140/1 
Follow 

up 
2400/

16 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Gorse 
Broom plan 

Lake Echo Road 
468349 5320045 

- Control 420/3 Follow 
up 

280/2 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
468342 5320150 

468335 5320340 

Orange 
Hawkweed 

Broom plan 

Butlers Gorge Road, 

on historical site, 

450m east of 

Tarraleah Canal No. 

2 Road 

 

440236 

 

5319350 

 
- 

Follow 
up 

1200/8 
Follow 

up 
1200/8 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
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Californian 
Thistle 

Outlier Eleven Road 

452923 5281469 

- Control 1200/8 
Follow 

up 
840/6 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
453050 5282478 

453072 5281865 

Ragwort Outlier 
CZ031I on spur road 

446986 5334140 - Control 280/2 
Follow 

up 
280/2 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Ragwort Outlier 
WA011A Diamond 

Tier Road 5 

482837 5335798 

- Control 560/4 
Follow 

up 
280/2 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
483215 5336009 

483833 5335893 

Ragwort Outlier 

 

WA002E Shannon 

Tier Allisons Road 4-

1 

498316 5328766 
1 Control 140/1 

Follow 
up 

140/1 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

  
 

   Total $4,500 Total $3,440 Monitor n/a 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
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1.3.1 Hydro Tasmania recommendations for weed control  

Weed Priority Zone 
Sites in priority 

zone 
Easting Northing 

Private 
land 

owners 
Year 1 $/Hrs Year 2 $/Hrs Year 3 $/Hrs Year 4 

$/
Hr 

Year 
5 

$/
Hr 

Blackberry Broom Plan 
Boat ramp, Bradys 

Lake 
458444 5324379 - Control 140/2 

Follow 
up 

140/2 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Californian 
thistle 

 

Broom Plan 

On water race 
500m northwest 
of Fourteen Mile 

Rd - Lyell Hwy 
intersection 

451926 5316421 - Control 140/2 
Follow 

up 
140/2 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Nive River, 200m 
northwest of 
hydro station 

455093 5317203 - Control 560/4 
Follow 

up 
140/2 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

On Bronte Lagoon 
Rd, southwest of 

dam wall 
456724 5329274 - Control 140/2 Follow 

up 140/2 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Lyell Hwy, 500m 
south of Portal Rd 458881 5326149 - Control 140/2 Follow 

up 140/2 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
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In water race 
north of Butlers 

Gorge Rd 
450707 5316265 - Control 140/2 Follow 

up 140/2 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Brooms 

Broom Plan 

Lyell Hwy, on 
access road to 

Portal Bay 
455459 5319392 - Control 140/1 

Follow 
up 

140/1 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

200 m northwest 
of Tarraleah 

Hydro station, in 
Nive River 

455117 5317167 - 

Control 280/2 
Follow 

up 
140/1 

Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

455103 5317190 - Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Miena 
Haddens Bay 

475503 475503 - 

Control 1120/8 
Follow 

up 
840/6 

Monitor 

 

 

DCP 

 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
475407 5351805 - 

474666 5351583 - 

Foxglove Broom Plan 

Oldina Dr, 200m 

from Lyell Hwy 

intersection 

453437 5316143 - Control 560/4 
Follow 

up 
280/2 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Californian 
thistle Great Lake 

East Great Lake - 

Cali project 482312 5361467 - Follow 
up 

3360/2
4 

Follow 
up 

2240/1
6 

Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Orange 
hawkweed Outlier  

The Shannon 
- -  Follow 

up 
WAF 

Follow 
up 

WAF Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
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   total $6,720  $4,480 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

 

Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Service recommendations for weed control  

Weed Priority Zone 
Sites in priority 

zone Easting Northing 
Private 

land 
owners 

Year 1 $/Hrs Year 2 $/Hrs Year 3 $/Hrs 
Year 

4 
$/H
rs 

Year 
5 

$/
Hr 

Californian 
thistle 

Broom plan 

500 m southwest 
of Fourteen Mile 

Rd - Lyell Hwy 
intersection 

452070 5315750 - Control 560/4 
Follow 

up 
280/2 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

English broom Broom plan 
Tarraleah – 400 m 

north of Oldina 
drive intersection 

453172 5316517 - 

Follow 
up per 
Broom 

Plan 

4800/3
2 

Follow 
up 

4800/3
2 

Follow 
up 

2400/
16 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Ragwort Great Lake North Great Lake 

478574 5378587 - 

Control 1200/8 Follow 
up 

1200/8 Monitor DCP 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
486438 5377649 - 

475496 5379860 - 

Spanish heath Broom plan 

Access road 
adjacent to Lyell 

Hwy, 500m north 
of Butlers Gorge 

Rd 

452069 5315577 - Control 560/4 
Follow 

up 
280/2 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
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Orange 
Hawkweed Broom plan 

Lyell Hwy, 100 - 
700 m north of 

Butlers Gorge Rd 

452052 5315294 - 

Follow 
up 1200/8 

Follow 
up 1200/8 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

452096 5315393 - 

452231 5315648 - 

452250 5315683 - 

452270 5315743 - 

      Total $8,320  $7,760 Monitor n/a 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
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1.3.2 Department of State Growth recommendations for weed control   

Weed Priority Zone 
Sites in priority 

zone 
Easting Northing 

Private 
land 

owners 

Year 1 

2021-22 

$/
Hr
s 

Year 2 

2022-23 

$
/
H
r
s 

Year 3 

2023/24 
$/Hrs 

Year 4 
2024/25 

$/Hrs 
Year 5 

2025/26 
$/Hrs 

gorse – 
scattered 

& then 
isolated 

Old 
Eradication 

Zone 
Bothwell 

Lake SR: West of 
Den road to Little 
Den Creek to Pub 

with no Beer 
bend/ Waste 

Transfer Station 
(WTS) 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

& 3 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Boxthorn – 
isolated (3 

plants) 

Lake SR: Den Hill 
area 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Amsinckia 
– linear 

from 
infested 
gravel 

Lake SR: Melton 
Mowbray to 

Bothwell 
n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Paterson's 
curse - 

isolated 

Lake SR: Melton 
Mowbray to 

Bothwell 
n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Spanish 
heath – 
isolated 
only this 

patch 

Lake SR: Just east 
of Pub with no 

Beer 
n/a n/a 

YES 
(also on 

adj 
land) 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

YR 3 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 
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English 
broom – 

linear then 
isolated 
patches 

Lake SR: East of 
Pub with no Beer 
bend on top bank, 

then WTS to 
Bothwell 

n/a n/a 
YES 

1799 
Lake SR 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 3 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

gorse –
scattered 

from 
Bothwell 

to 
Dungrove 

then 
isolated to 

Miena 

Lake SR: Between 
Bothwell & Miena 

n/a n/a 

YES  
3759 
west 

side adj 
fenceli

ne, 
west 
side 

scatter
ed 

across 
paddoc

k 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

gorse – 
isolated 

area 
? 

Lake SR: Blackburn 
Creek area north 

of Hunterston 
n/a n/a 

YES FT/ 
STT on 
E side 
of rd 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Gorse - 
isolated 

Old 
Eradication 

zone 

Lake SR: Steppes 
to Miena 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

English 
broom - 

scattered 
Miena 

Lake SR: Eastern 
side of Miena to 
Jones Rd (also in 

TasNetworks 
easement) 

n/a n/a 

YES 
thick & 
numer

ous 
blocks 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 
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English 
broom – 
scattered 

than 
isolated 

Lake SR: Theissan 
Cres area north to 

Liawenee 
n/a n/a 

YES 
thick & 
several 
blocks 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

ragwort - 
isolated 

 
Lake SR: Liawenee 
to Projection Bluff 

area 
n/a n/a 

YES 
Hydro 

and 
private 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Foxglove – 
linear now 
scattered/ 

isolated 

 

Lake SR: Projection 
bluff area – Lake 

SR: WWHA buffer 
weed 

n/a n/a ? 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Cumbungi 
– isolated 
patches 

 

Lake SR: a couple 
of areas north of 
Miena including 
under Projection 

Bluff 

n/a n/a ? 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

orange 
hawkweed 
– isolated 
patches 

Miena 
Lake SR: Thiessen 

Cres. 
n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 

5/6 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

orange 
hawkweed 
– isolated 
patches Great Lake 

area 
Poatina Main Road 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 

5/6 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Ragwort - 
isolated 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 
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Gorse - 
isolated 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Spanish 
heath - 
isolated 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

wild 
lavender n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 3 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

ox-eye 
daisy - 

isolated 
n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

English 
broom - 

scattered 
Broom plan Marlborough SR: 

Bronte Park end 
n/a n/a 

-YES 
crn 

Marlbo
rough 

SR/Lyell 
Hwy 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

ox-eye 
daisy – 
isolated 
patch 

 
Marlborough SR: 

south of Little Pine 
Lagoon near Miena 

  - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

ox-eye 
daisy – 

scattered 
linear 

Outlier 
Marlborough SR: 
Bronte Park end 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 



48 
 

fennel – 
scattered 
patches 

Old 
Eradication 

zone 
(Hamilton/O

use) 

Lyell Hwy: Gretna 
to Ouse 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

English 
broom – 
scattered 
& linear 
patches 

? 
Lyell Hwy: New 

Norfolk to Gretna 
n/a n/a  

Primary 
control YR 1 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

English 
broom – 
scattered 
patches 

Old 
Eradication 

zone 
(Hamilton/O

use) 

Lyell Hwy: Ouse 
township to 

Black Bobs Rivulet 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Californian 
thistle – 
isolated 

areas 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

blackberry 
– isolated 
linear area 

east of 
Black Bobs 

Rivulet 

n/a n/a YES 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

sweet briar 
- isolated 

n/a n/a YES 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Montpellie
r 

Broom - 
isolated 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 
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Spanish 
heath - 
isolated 

Broom plan 

Lyell Hwy: Black 
Bobs Rivulet to 

Tarraleah 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

ox-eye 
daisy – 
isolated 
patches 

esp 
Wayatinah 
entrance 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

gorse - 
isolated 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

& 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

foxglove – 
isolated 
adj Black 

Bobs 
Rivulet 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

orange 
hawkweed 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 

5/6 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

orange 
hawkweed 

Lyell Hwy: 
Tarraleah area 

n/a n/a ? 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 

5/6 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

English 
broom 

  

YES 
PWS 
and 
golf 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 
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course 
etc 

Lupins – 
isolated 
planted 
patches Lyell Hwy: Bradys 

Lake 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 2 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

ox-eye 
daisy - 

isolated 
n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

gorse - 
isolated 

Lyell Hwy: Bronte 
Park 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

English 
broom - 

scattered 
  

YES 
block 
crn 

Malbor
ough 

SR 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

English 
broom 

Outlier 

Lyell Hwy: West of 
Nive River 

  ? 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

ox-eye 
daisy 

Lyell Hwy: West of 
Nive river 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Spanish 
heath - 
isolated 

Lyell Hwy: West of 
14 mile to Derwent 

Bridge 
n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 
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orange 
hawkweed 
– scattered 

patches 

Lyell Hwy: Derwent 
Bridge 

n/a n/a 
YES 
PWS 
land 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 

5/6 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

orange 
hawkweed 
– isolated 
patches 

Lyell Hwy: Mt 
Arrowsmith n/a n/a 

YES 
PWS 
land 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 

5/6 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

English 
broom - 
isolated Lyell Hwy: Derwent 

Bridge heading to 
Mt Arrow Smith 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Spanish 
heath - 
isolated 

  - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Foxglove – 
isolated 

linear and 
old storage 

area nr 
Lake 

Burbury 
scattered 

Lyell Hwy: Mt 
Arrowsmith to 

Horsetail Falls west 
of 

Gormanston(TWW
HA buffer) 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 3 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

English 
broom – 
isolated, 

linear 

n/a n/a ? 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 3 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Spanish 
heath 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 
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montbretia n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 3 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

foxglove – 
Projection 

Bluff to 
Golden 
Valley 

Highlands Lake 
Road (TWHA 

buffer) 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 

4/5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Spanish 
heath – 
isolated 

linear btw 
Meander 

Rd and 
Golden 
Valley 

n/a n/a 
YES 

Forico 
etc 

Monitoring/ 
follow up Yr 

4/5 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Gorse – 
scattered 
Deloraine 

to 
Meander 
Rd then 
isolated 

n/a n/a 
YES 

Forico, 
private 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Spanish 
heath Poatina MR from 

Poatina west up to 
highlands, all 

woody weeds, 
(TWWHA buffer) 

n/a n/a - 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 3 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

gorse n/a n/a 

YES 
Hydro 
Tas, 

private 

Monitoring/ 
follow up YR 

2/3 

n/
a 

Monitoring/ 
follow up 

n
/
a 

Monitori
ng/ 

follow 
up 

State 
Growth 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 

Monitoring/ follow 
up 
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1.3.3 TasNetworks recommendations for weed control  

Weed Priority Zone 
Sites in priority 

zone 
Easting Northing 

Private 
land 

owners 
Year 1 $/Hrs Year 2 $/Hrs Year 3 $/Hrs 

Year 
4 

$/H
rs 

Year 
5 

$/
Hr 

English broom Broom Plan 

On transmission 
line easement, 

200m northwest of 
Lyell Hwy  

453090 5317562 - 

Follow 
up 

Broom 
Plan 

280/2 
Follow 

up 
140/1 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

On transmission 
line easement, 

300m northwest of 
Lyell Hwy 

452950 5317546 - 

Follow 
up 

Broom 
Plan 

280/2 
Follow 

up 
140/1 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Californian 
thistle 

Broom Plan 

On transmission 
line easement, 500 

m southeast of 
Fourteen Mile Rd 

452154 5317954 - Control 560/4 
Follow 

up 
420/3 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

      Total $1,120 Total $700 Monitor n/a 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
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1.3.1 Crownland Services recommendations for weed control  

 

  

Weed 
Priority 

Zone 
Sites in priority 

zone Easting Northing 
Private 

land 
owners 

Year 1 $/Hrs Year 2 $/Hrs Year 3 $/Hrs Year 4 $/Hrs Year 5 $/Hrs 

Gorse Miena 
Highland Lakes 
Road pull out bay 

476907 5352346 - Control 140/1 
Follow 

up 
140/1 Monitor DCP 

Determined by 
monitoring  

Determined by 
monitoring 

English 
broom 

Miena 
Highland Lakes 
Road pull out bay 

476872 5352363 - Control 140/1 
Follow 

up 
140/1 Monitor DCP 

Determined by 
monitoring  

Determined by 
monitoring 

Orange 
Hawkweed 

Broom 
Plan 

The Shannon 
4797999 5344759 

- 
Follow 

up 
2240 

Follow 
up 

2240 Monitor 
DCP Determined by 

monitoring  
Determined by 

monitoring 

      Total 2,520 Total 2,520 Monitor n/a 
Determined by 

monitoring  
Determined by 

monitoring 
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1.3.2 The Derwent Catchment Project recommendations for weed control  

 

Weed Priority Zone 
Sites in priority 

zone 
Easting Northing 

Private 
land 

owners 
Year 1 $/Hrs Year 2 $/Hrs Year 3 $/Hrs 

Year 
4 

$/H
rs 

Year 
5 

$/
Hr 

Broom Miena Miena priority zone n/a n/a 10 Map 
3200/3

2 
Control n/a 

Follow 
up 

DCP 

 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Californian 
thistle 

Broom Plan Iron Jack Bottle Gap 456968 5321996 1 Control 280/2 
Follow 

up 
140/1 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Spanish heath Broom Plan 

Bronte Lagoon Rd, 
east of Clarence 

Pipeline, up dirt rd 
150 m 

456549 5329238 1 Control 280/2 
Follow 

up 
140/1 Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

English 
Broom/ 
Lupins 

Miena Thiessen Cres 475440 5351665 >30 Control 
6000/4

0 
Follow 

up 
3600/2

7 
Monitor DCP 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 

  
 

   Total $9,760 Total $3,880 Monitor n/a 
Determined 

by 
monitoring 

Determined 
by 

monitoring 
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12. Monitoring & Evaluation  

Monitoring & evaluation (M&E) is an integral part of effective weed management as it provides a 

measure to track progress and determine which control methods are successful. It also allows 

accurate budgeting of annual works associated with weed management. To ensure the 2016-2021 

eradication zones remain under control, a monitoring program will be implemented with a watch and 

act brief. This monitoring will be performed by DCP staff as they undertake weed control within the 

region, whilst a formal survey will be done annually to evaluate the effectiveness of treatment.   

The 2021-2026 eradication zones will be formally reviewed at the end of year three to evaluate how 

the first three years of weed treatment has progressed. This information will be used to assess where 

efforts should be placed for the final years of the CHWMP.  

If reactive works are required due to catastrophic events, a review of the CHWMP and resources will 

be undertaken to assess where resources should be reallocated. We also request that information 

collected by agencies include the area controlled and an estimate of the number of plants in each 

season. This information is a basic version of what is required for NVA reporting and allows us to more 

consistently track control efforts each year. Site resurvey will be undertaken in Year 4 to ensure data 

quality and collect information on additional weed spread. 

13. References  

Webber, B.L., Murphy, H., Ota, N., Kriticos, D.J. and Loechel, B. (2014) AdaptNRM Weeds and climate 

change: supporting weed management adaptation. www.AdaptNRM.org 

 

http://www.adaptnrm.org/
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Appendix I: Weed distribution in eradication zones 
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Appendix II: Weeds in the region  

African boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum) is a woody shrub reaching up to 4 m in height, with glossy 

leaves and an extensive root system incorporating a long-branched taproot. The trunk and branches 

are light brown and smooth when young, turning darker brown or grey with age. The twigs end in a 

hard, sharp spike or thorn.  

The white flowers are usually produced in summer, although flowering can occur through most of the 

year. The fruit is an oblong berry approximately 10 mm long, going from a smooth green appearance 

to bright orange-red when ripe. Fruits contain numerous small, oval, flattened seeds. Seeds germinate 

at any time of the year and generally take two years to reach flowering stage (DPIPWE 2016).  

ABT is found throughout most agricultural areas of Tasmania it is common along fence lines and 

beneath overhead wires as well is a long roadsides railways and waterways. Surprisingly only 8 sites 

were recorded as part of the roadside survey, and although the Statutory Weed Management Plan for 

African Boxthorn indicates this species is classed as Zone B - 'widespread infestations'. The recent on-

ground survey results indicate it is lee widespread and therefore a priority for eradication. 

African lovegrass (Eragrostis curvula) is a densely tufted, perennial (long-lived) grass growing from 30 

to 120 cm high. The leaves are dark green to blue-green, narrow, and 25 to 35 cm long. The flowering 

stems rise above the tufted leaves and carry a loose fanlike grey-green flower-head. It is not well 

recognised and awareness of the species is low in Tasmania. The distribution of African lovegrass in 

limited in Tasmania. Targeted surveys and treatment have been undertaken by Department of State 

Growth between Hayes and Ouse. The heaviest infestation is the northern approaches to Gretna. It is 

seen as a high-risk species as climate models based on its known distribution in Africa show that the 

majority of Tasmania with the exception of the South-west is suitable for the species.  

African lovegrass prefers disturbed soils on roadsides, riverbanks and waste places, from which it can 

invade adjacent degraded pastures and native grasslands. African lovegrass is generally unpalatable, 

produces copious seed, and can rapidly spread over and dominate degraded pastures. It competes 

with native species during regeneration after fire; it can also out compete pasture species. It becomes 

unpalatable to stock as it ages and contains low (3%) levels of protein, causing stock that graze on it 

to do poorly. 

The Central Highlands is a Zone A municipality under the African Lovegrass Statutory Weed 

Management Plan. It was not recorded in the region when that weed plan was written. This has 

obviously changed and its eradication is a high priority. 
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Blue periwinkle (Vinca major) has broad-leaved runners that form a dense mat, shading out native 

plants and competing for moisture and nutrients. Its growth is particularly vigorous in riparian and 

other moist habitats. It competes with native plants for moisture, light, nutrients and recruitment 

niches. Its growth is particularly vigorous in riparian and other moist habitats. Once established, 

periwinkle's rampant growth is very difficult to control, especially in bushland. Blue periwinkle is 

native to the Mediterranean region. It is widespread in Tasmania but does not extend into the alpine 

zones. Blue periwinkle spreads by means of creeping stems that take root at the nodes and tips. New 

infestations can establish from plant fragments when broken off and transported by dumping of 

garden waste, soil movement or floods. It spreads from gardens, roadsides, nature strips, firebreaks, 

fence lines and neglected rubbish dumps into the bush and along waterways. 

Californian stinkweed (Navarretia squarrosa) is a highly invasive weed and has the potential to 

become an issue for agricultural and native areas. Although it is not declared it is growing in numbers 

throughout the State and thrives in disturbed wet gravely areas. Effective hygiene measures to 

prevent new incursions will help slow the plants distribution. Washdown machinery and equipment 

and ensure soil and feed entering or exerting properties is clean of seed. Herbicide control is effective 

if timed correctly, especially along roadsides. . 

Elisha's tears (Leycesteria formosa) occurs in wetter forests and woodlands in Tasmania's north-east, 

north-west, west and south. Elisha's tears invades cool moist forests, woodlands and riparian areas. 

Elisha's tears can invade both disturbed and undisturbed bush, and can form dense thickets that 

smother other vegetation and prevent regeneration. Elisha's tears is not killed by shading from other 

plants, so the establishment of competition is not an effective means of control. Mature plants can 

produce hundreds of fruit over summer and autumn, with each fruit containing up to 100 seeds. Seed 

is dispersed by birds and possibly by possums, in water, by slashing and during removal of the weed 

(DPIPWE 2016).  

Stem layering occurs where stems contact moist soil and send down roots. Dislodged fragments of 

stem that fall on moist soil may also regenerate. Vegetative material can be spread by slashing and 

during removal of the weed (DPIPWE 2016)  

Central Highlands is a Zone A municipality for Elisha's tears meaning that is a weed for eradication in 

the region.  

Foxglove (Digitalis purperea) is a biennial herb with a rosette of soft, blue-grey hairy leaves that 

produces a tall flower spike of white, pink or purple tubular flowers with dark mottling. It can be 

dispersed by wind, water, and soil because it has very small seeds. It invades wet forests, riparian and 



70 
 

alpine areas, where it replaces native herbs. Extremely toxic to livestock and humans. It has a 

widespread distribution due to its popularity as a garden plant. It is typically mostly seen along 

roadsides and rivers in the Highlands where disturbance is common but it can heavily invade and 

become dominant. It is also difficult to control due to its toxic nature and persistence.  

Fennel (Foeniculum vulgare), Fennel is a significant weed of open, exposed sites like roadsides, 

railways, wastelands, channels and drains which receive abundant water or runoff. Fennel is also 

grown as a commercial crop in Tasmania. Fennel is a declared weed in Tasmania under the Tasmanian 

Weed Management Act 1999. The Central Highlands is a Zone B municipality and commercial crops 

are grown. However, the main distribution is around Hamilton to Ouse. The distribution of wild fennel 

is impacting on the industries capacity to grow Fennel as a seed crop and it is recommended that this 

weed be treated as a priority in the agricultural zones.  

Holly (Ilex quifolium) is a much-branched shrub or small tree; leaves glossy and deep green, often with 

wavy edges and sharp spines. Flowers, small, pinkish white in clusters of three. Bright red berries in 

autumn. Its seed is dispersed by birds and animals; may also spread vegetatively. It invades cool, 

damp forest, replacing native plants and shrubs. It is particularly invasive on riversides. It is best 

controlled by cut and painting or drilling and filling. It can be difficult to control due its ability to re-

sprout from root stock. This species has been identified as suitable for listing as a Weed of National 

Significance.  

Horehound (Marrubium vulgare) was only located from a couple of surveyed sites, however it has 

been observed more widely and is likely that this species occurs across the agricultural zones. It is 

listed as a Zone B species according to the Statutory Weed Management Plan. Horehound is weed of 

pasture and crops and is particularly troublesome in the Midlands grazing areas. Due to the minimal 

infestation observed on roadsides and recorded in the NVA it is recommended as a priority for 

control.  

Montbretia (Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora) originates from Africa. It is a stiff, leafy, clump-forming, 

evergreen perennial with underground rhizomes. It has light brown corms with a fibrous cover and 

which form clusters at the stem base. Orange flowerheads are tall and zig-zag shaped. It produces few 

seeds, but corms and rhizomes multiply rapidly and it also grows from fragments. Tolerates frost and 

heat, damage and grazing, damp, most soils, and moderate shade. It is spread by soil movement (road 

graders, fill), vegetation dumping and water movement spreads this weed from roadsides, slips, 

wasteland and exotic plantations. It competes with groundcovers and small shrubs and inhibits the 

establishment of native plant seedings. Specialised low-growing species may be displaced, especially 

in wet places and riparian margins. It is a serious threat to the Highlands Sedgeland and Grassland 
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communities, as it mostly invades low-growing habitats, riparian areas, fernland, short tussock, and 

wetlands.  

Controlled best digging out very small sites and on larger sites by weed wiping or foliar spray 

(depending on the environmental constraints). It thrives on disturbance as corms and rhizomes 

readily re-sprout. It is also fire tolerant. Sites regenerating to canopy over 2 m can normally be left 

alone, and may benefit from thinning where the weed is dense. Follow up is required 6-monthly. 

Replanting with dense groundcover is a useful method to minimise re-sprouting. 

Orange hawkweed (Hieracium aurantiacum) appears on the National Alert List for weeds. Orange 

hawkweed is a hairy herb with leaves in a basal rosette. When broken, its stems and leaves exude a 

milky sap. Individual plants spread via lateral leafy shoots (stolons) which take root and produce new 

leaf tufts. Its leaves are in basal tufts, about 150 mm long and 30 mm wide, broadest slightly above 

midway and lacking a conspicuous stalk. The margins entire or indistinctly toothed. Both leaf surfaces 

bearing fine, spreading hairs about 4 mm long. Its flower heads are quite densely clustered at the end 

of an erect leafless stem about 350 mm long which is covered with spreading hairs. Each flower head 

is about 15 to 30 mm in diameter, consisting of several rows of bright reddish-orange florets, all 

surrounded by one or two rows of narrow green bracts up to 8 mm long.  

Orange hawkweed is established in Kosciuszko National Park in New South Wales. In Victoria it has 

also spread from Falls Creek Alpine Village to surrounding alpine and subalpine vegetation, at least as 

far as Basalt Hill, approximately 4 km southeast from the village, and has also been found at Mt Buller. 

In Tasmania, it has established in the Central Highlands and Southern Midlands, and around Hobart 

where the largest infestation occurs in the vicinity of the suburb of Fern Tree at the foot of Mt 

Wellington (Commonwealth of Australia 2016).  

Orange hawkweed colonises spaces between tussock grasses, often in higher altitude areas, and can 

be extremely invasive (DPIPWE 2016). On the mainland of Australia, particularly in the Australian Alps, 

heavy infestations form large swards which prevent regeneration and survival of native species and 

reduce productivity in grazing areas. It is for this reason Orange Hawkweed is seen as a high risk 

weed, particularly to the Central Highlands threatened highland Poa and sedgeland communities.   

Pampus grasses (Cortaderia spp.) are aggressive environmental weeds. There are three species of 

pampas in Tasmania: Cortaderia selloana (common pampas grass) C. jubata, (pink pampas) and C. 

richardii (toe toe). They have been treated in this plan as a single species for simplicity. All are large, 

vigorous, dense, tussocky perennials. Pampas leaves grow up to 2 m long, are thin and tapered to a 

fine tip. The large and showy, plume-like flower heads can reach 4 metres in height and vary in colour 

from white-yellow-pink. Pampas flowers and sets seed in Autumn (DPIPWE 2016).  
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Pampas can rapidly colonise disturbed or burnt areas in a range of vegetation types where it readily 

out-competes native vegetation. Pampas is problematic for the forestry industry, and can impede 

access along roads and walking tracks. Pampas is also highly flammable and poses a significant fire 

hazard (DPIPWE 2016).  

Central Highlands is a Zone A municipality for Pampas Grasses meaning that is a weed for eradication 

in the region.  

Paterson's curse (Echium plantagineum) occurs across Tasmanian agricultural areas as small scattered 

infestations. It is a significant pasture weed. Paterson's curse is an erect plant around 60 to 90 cm 

high. Seedlings appear in autumn and develop into a rosette (a flat whorl of leaves close to the 

ground) in winter. One or several flowering stems are produced in late winter and flowering occurs in 

spring. Flowers are trumpet shaped and usually blue/purple, but may be pink or white (DPIPWE 

2016). 

Infestations of Paterson's curse are known from the roadside and properties adjacent to the Derwent 

River on Meadowbank Dam. The Statutory Weed Management Plan for Paterson's curse indicates 

that in the Central Highlands this species is classed as Zone B - 'localised infestations'. The spread of 

Paterson's curse from the municipality or neighbouring clean properties must be prevented. It is toxic 

to stock where is becomes dominant in pasture and when it is in flower. It can heavily invade 

disturbed areas becoming pervasive in degraded pasture. It is difficult to control with herbicide and 

opportunistic grazing before flowering can be an important tool for control. It is typically spread by 

machinery, livestock and livestock feed.  

Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea L) Ragwort is a toxic herb from the daisy family that produces distinctive, 

ragged leaves. It commonly grows to 60 cm but may reach 1.8 m high it invades pastures and natural 

areas and is toxic to livestock. Ragwort is a binannual plant that forms a rosette year 1 and creates a 

flower stem the following year. Ragwort has been an ongoing issue for the Central Highlands and is 

currently creating issues along vectors such as roads and rivers. Ragwort is a zone B weed for the 

manucipality and requires control to ensure it does not spread  

Spanish Heath (Erica lusitanica) has significant infestations in many areas of Tasmania. It is most 

commonly found on degraded pastures, neglected areas and roadsides. Spanish heath will invade 

native vegetation, particularly where there has been soil disturbance. Spanish heath is a fire hazard as 

it is extremely combustible. The Statutory Weed Management Plan for Spanish heath indicates this 

species is classed as Zone B - 'widespread infestations'. The spread of Spanish heath from the 

municipality must be prevented. Priority infestations identified in this plan are currently manageable 

in eradication terms and would prevent this species from becoming a bigger problem.  
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Star of Bethlehem (Ornithogalum umbellatum) is a lesser-known weed which has been recorded in 

the Bothwell area. The Star of Bethlehem is a perennial bulb, up to 30 cm tall, annual leaves with a 

white stripe down the middle and clusters of white flowers with a green band down the back of the 

petals. The true stem is underground. The Star of Bethlehem grows from seeds, bulbils and bulbs. 

Flowers in spring and spreads by seed and bulbils which will travel in water flows and/or are 

transported by ants. The main spread is by intentional planting, the dumping of garden refuse, 

earthworks and tillage. It is a weed of disturbed areas, rotation crops, perennial crops and grass land. 

Bulbs contain alkaloids which are toxic to grazing animals.  

Star of Bethlehem is typically found in no-till production but can also be found in reduced-tillage 

systems with germination of bulbs from 3 to 4 inches deep. The thick vegetation and bulb density 

impedes planting practices and can reduce crop establishment and vigor. Infestations impact on crop 

growth and mechanical operations due to the high bulb density and dense foliage. Bulb densities are 

estimated to be up to 15 million bulbs per hectare which reduces the total soil volume, seed to soil 

contact and root to soil contact of crop species. Star of Bethlehem is often misidentified because of a 

low level of awareness by landholders. Star of Bethlehem also acts as an alternative host for barley 

leaf rust.  

Whiteweed (Cardaria draba) is closely related to crop plants such as cabbages and rapeseed. It is an 

erect, herbaceous (non-woody) plant growing to 90 cm high with white, umbrella shaped flower 

heads which appear in October and November. Individual flowers are 4 mm in diameter with 4 white 

petals (DPIPWE 2016). White weed appears to be spreading in the Highlands, especially along 

roadsides in the Bothwell area.  

Whiteweed is a significant weed of crops in Tasmania, reducing yields through competition with crop 

plants for moisture and nutrients. It is very difficult to control once it has become established in 

cropping paddocks. Whiteweed is also thought to taint the meat and milk of grazing animals (DPIPWE 

2016). Central Highlands is a Zone A municipality for White Weed meaning that is a weed for 

eradication in the region. 
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Appendix III: Causes of weed spread 

Vehicles, machinery & equipment  

Machinery and vehicles are known to be a major vector for weed spread. Earthmoving equipment or 

maintenance machinery, such as slashers, can carry thousands of viable seeds and fragments to new 

areas. 

Contaminated sand & gravel  

Another major vector is contaminated sand and gravel. Road maintenance often includes  the 

movement of material from quarries around the municipality. This is a common problem associated 

with all road construction across Australia. It is vital that all quarries, including informal quarries, are 

not contaminated with weeds.  

Stockpile areas should be established with appropriate drainage and maintained free of weeds and 

should not be established in areas known to be weed infected. Managing quarry sites and sand and 

gravel stockpiles is a key component of effective weed hygiene. 

Transported livestock feed 

Due to fire or drought events, there are times where feed is required to be brought in from other 

regions. Unfortunately, this is also a pathway for unwanted weeds to be introduced to an otherwise 

clean area. There are commonly accepted strategies for managing this risk:  

 • Check the origin of your hay or grain stock feed and ask whether it has come from a known 

 weed infested area.  

 • Keep records of purchased hay or grain stock feed.  

 • Store and feed-out in a confined area away from drainage lines (stock containment areas) 

 to reduce the likelihood of weeds being spread throughout your property.  

 • Monitor storage and feed-out areas regularly and be suspicious of unfamiliar plants that 

 germinate for the next 12 months.  

It is important to consider these strategies and to communicate widely about control methods at 

times of drought, fire and flood to prevent unwanted weed introductions. 
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Garden escapes 

Environmental weeds are often garden escapes and are usually spread by: birds, suckering of the 

plants to nearby areas; and garden waste dumped inappropriately. In the past 30 years, at least 35% 

of all plants that have become environmental weeds in Tasmania were deliberately introduced as 

garden plants. Strategies to combat this problem include: community education programs and green 

waste collection schemes. 
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Appendix IV: Threatened vegetation communities of the Highlands 

Representing one of Australia's few alpine regions, the Central Plateau and the highlands region is 

considered to be highly vulnerable to the effects of climate change. Projected temperature rises are 

likely to increase threats from pests and disease. Increased shrub and tree invasion could lead to 

significantly transformed alpine ecosystems. It is anticipated that the changing role of fire will present 

considerable challenges. Unlike many other terrestrial ecosystems in Australia, Tasmanian alpine 

ecosystems have evolved largely in the absence of fire. are unique. The distribution of the 

communities across mixed tenures and close to roads increases the risk of weed invasion. More 

remote locations within protected areas have a lower risk of weed invasion and therefore generally 

require less control effort unless outliers of priority weeds are identified close to these threatened 

communities.  

Table 2 Threatened vegetation communities in the Central Highlands 

Threatened Community  CHC total (ha)  State total (ha)  % in CHC  
Highland grassy 
sedgeland  

14669  18672  79%  

Highland Poa grassland  16652  26094  64%  
Sphagnum peatland  1938  3476  56%  
Athrotaxis cupressoides 
open woodland  

7368  16275  45%  

Eucalyptus tenuiramis 
forest and woodland on 
sediments  

18896  48113  39%  

Athrotaxis 
cupressoides/Nothofagus 
gunnii short rainforest  

1553  4501  34%  

Athrotaxis cupressoides 
rainforest  

1014  3578  28%  

Subalpine Diplarrena 
latifolia rushland  

309  1247  25%  

Cushion moorland  615  3162  19%  
Wetlands  2809  17933  16%  
Riparian scrub 401 3124 17% 
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Individual threatened flora  

There are 103 threatened flora species recorded in the Central Highlands, of these 21 are endemic to 

Tasmania. These species are listed as threatened under the Commonwealth Environment Protection 

and Biodiversity Conservation Act 2000 (EPBC) and the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 

1985 (TSPA). Of the 103 species, 14 are listed under the EPBC Act the remainder are listed under the 

TSPA (See Appendix II for full species listings). Under the TSPA, 12 flora species are listed as 

endangered, 13 as vulnerable and the remainder as rare. All of these species have a wide distribution 

across the region and are frequently associated with threatened communities. 
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